POLITICS, HE SAYS

Santa Fe Head Believes That
Politicians Will Rule.

BOOST OPERATING EXPENSES

Examples of Trouble in Other
Countries Proves It.

Ripley Opposes Bill in Con-
gress as a Citizen.

The volice of President Ripley of
the Atchison, Topeka & Santa Fe rail-
way, comes to Topeka today in pro-
test to the proposed bill in congress
for the goverrment ownership of rail-
ways. President Ripley says he does
not oppose the plan as an officer of
the Santa Fe but as a private citizen
of the United States. The word from
Mr. Riploy comes as the first objection
o the Intentions of Senators Cummins
and Kenyon of Iowa to Introduce a
bill for the purchase of the railway

ms of the country.

President Ripley fires the opening
gun with these words:

“I do not oppose this plan as a rall-
way officer. 1 do oppose it, however,
ms & citizen. I belleve that under our
form of government and political con-
ditions it would be the greatest calam-
ity that possibly could befall the
American people.”

This first real interview from Presi-
dent Ripley is of speclal interest to
the west owing to the recent state-
ment of Chalrman Schumacher of the
Rock Island executive board fm To-
peka a few days ago. Mr. Schu-
macher said:

“God save the country if the rail-
ways are taken over under govern-
ment ownership. It means higher
rates and poorer service.”

President Ripley's Ideas,

As a railway official President Rip-
ley expresses this view: *“The govern-
ment could not acquire the rallways
without paying just compensation for
them. The roads are now being so
regulated that the security owners are
not receiving an adequate return, and
if they could get their money out, they
could invest it where it would earn &
larger return. Therefore, government
ownership might be a bleassing to the
ownera of railway securities.t

When government ownership comes,
a Ereat problem, in Mr, Ripley's
opinion, will be how to keep politics out
of rallway operation. *"Folitics,” he ae-
clares, “ls not now kept out of the
management of state rajlways in any
country, with the possible exceptions
of Prussia and Japan. Furthermore,
politics 18 not now kept out of anything
done by our government, Since we can-
not keep politics out of our river and
harbor Improvements, or out of our
appropriations for public buildings, or
even out of our legislation regarding
the location and maintenance of army
posts and naval stations, how can it be
rationally assumed that we could keep
it out of & state rallway system em-
ploying 1,700,000 citizens and volers?
And if we did not keep poltics ont,
operating expenses would Increase by
hundreds of miiHons annuaily.”

Mr. Ripley calls attention to the
Western rallway of France, lately ac-
quired by the government. In the four
vears, 1800 and 1812, Inclusive, the grose
earnings of the llne under government
ownership Increased only 4 per cent.,
while the operating expenses Increased
over B0 per cent.,, in consequence of
which the net earninga declined over
70 per cent,

Mr. Ripley refers to an estimate
made by Senator Cummins to the effect
that & valuation of all the rallroads of
the United BStates would amount to
twenty billlon dollars. “If the govern--
ment should huy the rallways at a cost
of twenty billlons,” says Mr. Ripley.

“and have to pay three and half per|p

cent. Interest on the money, its total
interest would amount to $700,000,000 a
year, which exceeds by $28,091,159 the
total interest and dividends paid by the
rallways during the fiscal year 1911, ac-
cording to the report of the Interstate
commerce commission.”

- GALL FOR MONEY.

(Continued from Fage Omne.)

lems In connection with publle util-
itles to determine the quality and cost
of service required in the regulation
of utilities the bureau asks $100,000.
For an investigation of the materials
used In rails, wheels and axles and
other raflway equipment and

cause of their fallure, $30,000
asked for the bureau of standards.

Among other estimates from the
same department Is $168,000 for cthe
children’s bureau. Secretary McAdoo
estimates that he will need $1,600,000
to collect the Income tax. He says
an increase is necessary because the
tax collection machinery will be per-
fected by the time the appropriation
is made and because investigation
will be made to determine cases of
taxes withheld in previous years.

The department of agriculture asks
congress for $400,000 to use in eraa-
icating the cattle tick, an increase of
$75,000, declaring that several south-
ern states are manifesting an interest
in cattle raising, owing to the uncer-
tainty of the cotton crop and the hixh
price of cattle.

This department lines Itself up with
the department of justice and con-
gress in the effort to delve into the
operations of the cold storage dealers.
It asks $60,000 to investigate the
preparation for market. the storing,
freezing and other operations inci-
dental to the transportation of poul-

. try and eggs, $15,000 to look into simn-
flar operations ig fish,

oyster investigation and $20,000 for a
blological investigation of food and
drug products, with $654,300 for the
enforcement of the pure food and
drugs act.
To Investigate tife Fly.
The sum of $54,280 is wanted to
" insects and

“inveatigate insecticides,
particular attention to be devoted to
malaria

bearing mosquitoes and ths | cel

ordinary house fly. The department
wants $166,330 for In ting road
with $70,000 for d experi-

making
ments. A request is made for $194,-

140 to collect and diffuse information |in

conesrning the best methods of mar-
M?‘“Wummmdum
and $60,000 for demonstrations in co-
opération with the states, of methods
of live stock ralsing in cotton and
cane sugar states.

The state department evidences its
determination to house
. ressntativea abroad

nisbed by the government
$150,000 for a site and an embassy
¢« .

the | Ca

$25,000 for an | EOV

American rep-
in buildings fur-
in sasking

| bullding in Mexico City, $140,000 for
I Berne, Switseriand

the legation sat

b authorized the
111,283, Among

::'e $350,000 for the Brooklyn post-

office; $200,000 for Denver

000 for the New Haven

needs
$376,000 for completion of authorized
tracts In the Ohlo river be‘lrw
burg; $1,976,000 for construction

channel from Galveston to Texas City
$900,000; Port Aransas $300,000; Sa-
bine Pasa, Texas, $530.000; Houston,
Texas ship channels $200,000; Ohilo
river below Pittsburg Iimprovement
with a view to securing a navigable
depth of nine feet, $6.000,000; improv-
ing Mississippi from head of passes to
the Ohio $6,000,000; Missiasippl from
Ohio mouth to Minneapolis $2,670,000;
jmproving Missourl river between
mouth and Fort Benton $32,300,000.

TIME TO LET UP

Secretary Pe=izls in His An-
nual Repert to Congress

Favors the Reduction of Ex-
penditures for the Navy.

Washington. Dec. 1L—Immediate ac-
quirement and operation of oil wells
and refineries to furnish fuel for the
navy, an international conference to
gsecure a reduction of nmaval construc-
tion, the addition of two dreadnoughts,
elght destroyers and three submarines
for the navy during the coming year,
government manufacture of armor,
more naval chaplains and religious
leaders, better educational facllities for
enlisted men and a graduated retire-
ment law are chief recommendations in
the first annual repcrt of Secretary
Danlels, made public today.
The report reflects his enthusiasm
over the navy, declaring that the story
of the vear's work “by this patriotic
body of efficlent defenders of the re-
public is replete with examples of cour-
age, devotion, sacrifice and progress.’
The secretary says the mnavy was
never in such a high state of efficiency
as today, and that in considering its
future needs he has given less thought
to the guns than to the men behind
the guns. A
The recent proposition of Winston
Churchill, first lord of the British ad-
miralty, for a “naval vacation” meets
with the secretary’s hearty commenda-
tion {n view of the tremendous increase
in American naval expenditures. Point-
ing out that ten years ago the largest
battleship cost $5,382.000, while the next
dreadnought will cost $14,044,000, Mr.
Daniels asks when i3 this accelerating
expenditure to be reduced, He adds
that it is “not & vaecation that we
need but & permanent policy to guard
against extravagant expansionists.”
Time. he suggests, should be given to
ship builders to guard against loss
from a reduction of the building pro-
grams. The report recommends that
the United Btates take the initiative
and’' invite 41l the powers fo a confer-
ence to discuss reduction of the heavy
cost of armles and the navies.

BACK FROM THE GAME

President Wilson Agnin Takes Up His
Official Dutles,

—_—

Dec. L—President Wilson
he saw the irg:l:tl\'lN.'f Ybl
-Nav
grme and after a lo -ulom,obil?‘rid.
aogolr; touch with the ocratic leaders
re engineerin urren
the senate. § e, 5 .
The president {s highly pleased with the
of the Democratic conference
and he hopes for the enactment of the
bill befors. many weeks.
President Wilson found no changs In
the Mexican gituation on his return to the

mglul.
fticlal Washington is In an attitnde of
!mu-h'a observation at present, particu-
gu'r‘;) mterudt beln' &nmlr:smd in :he rapldly
ng domination of territo
Uon.ututiotﬁ)tém’.‘ T & Dy e
poss ty t the visit to Vera
Cruz of Querido Mohenn? Mexican min-
ister for foreign affairs, might mean the
of negotations with the United

Washingt:
returned early
where

States b Joh

es roug’ ohn Lind awakened
speculation nfﬂn but officlals were un-
aware of it, If Mohenp contemplated such
a purpose. High government officlals here
hava sald repeatedly that the only condl-
tion on which negotiations could be re-
newed was the assurance of Huerta's
el!lt_?‘inatlnn. -

e return to ashington of Willlam
Bayard Hale, who conferred with General
rranza and the Constitutionalists chlefs
ctmnr.‘r:f border, is awalted with much Iin-
|
Mr. Hale may arrive late today or Tues-
day. His observations of the character
and strength of the conatitutionalist move-
ment wil be placed hefore President Wil-
son and Becretary Bryan and are ex-
pected to be an ifmportant factor to the
‘Washington government's future attitude
toward the Constitutio:

Though Mr. Hale has sent long dis-
ches and letters on what he saw and
eard at Nogales it Is belleved he will
supplement these with personal confer-
ences wth the president and Mr. Bry

EGGS COME DOWN,

Chicago Women Believe Deciine Dae
€ ' o the Boyoott.

Chicago, Dec. 1.—Th lesale 4
Vechnleaily classed aa . ordinary

eggs l; as
firstg™ declined 3 to 6 cents In South Wa-
ter street today, as compared with laag

T pta. ers

=ay that the 4 was due to the wom-
€n 8 boycott but the women derived much
satisfaction from It

announced the sult of the federal

harging the Chicago butter
board with violation of the anti-
w would be brought to trial here

trust
this week.
The determination to rush the case to
trial came on- the heels of
Charles B. M n, e A

in tha boycott although It was

lan of
divect to th.mg,:éjuumhm
in effect immediately. *“The farmers
the parcel post,” she “b
SSh S e & St o
which bear tbymtm‘
arltth.llt.ltbylh‘hmmxﬂr.‘

To Cure » Cold in One Day
Take Laxative Bromo
money If it Tfalle

Drwlmnnﬂ
E W. Grove's signaturs is on sach
Sc.—Adv. -

and $160,000 for an embassy building

to Toklo.

continuing work on public
already treas-

uildings
t ts in an estimate of
ury department pu % =g
and $560,-
and

For continuing rivers and harbors
work the war department says it
$41,483,886 which iIncludes

of locks and dams same locality; for

or almost

Tablets.
to cure.

:

Is Way W. A. White Dualltu
Emporia Editor Issmes State-
ment on Conditions.

William Allen Whits of Emporis,
Progressive pational committeaman
for Kansas, has at least partially sc-
cepted the plan of Charles F. Bcott of
Iola for state wide conventions of =l
parties to draft orms

ing legal provision for
pre-primary conventions In future
yeara, ,

In & statement the Emporia publish-
er declares for the issuance of tenta-
tive platforms by all
the dnl:e of 'I.ho"m
plan, he says,
issues one of principle rather
personalities of idates. . After the
P the formal platform would be
written in the party councils. In his
statemnent, White takes =& broadside
shot at the Republicans and dJdares
them to adopt his plan.

The White statement is in part as

follows:
Extraordinary Time in Politica.

“This is an extraordinary time in
politica,” sald Mr. White, “and it
seems to me that extraordinary times
require extrao measures. In
Kangas, at least, and probably In every
state in the union, to & more or less
considerable extent, party lines are
re-forming. The Progreassives—that is
to say those radical Progressive lead-
ers who care more for the expreasion
of their principles in a platform than
they do for immediate party success
—ars leaving the Republican party.
This in Kansas leaves the party in the
hands of two elements: first, those
who disbelieve absolutely in progres-
sive measures, and those, second, who
belleve in them, belisve mildly =and
prefer to have their party win with-
out offending their conssrvative
friends.

*In the Progressive party in EKansas
we are for the first time golng on the
state ballot. We have I:chl'od no
state lssues as & party. It seems to mse,
therefore, that both of these partles,
should issue as early ma possible some
kind of a statement of principles. Of
course such a statement would not be
binding, but it would be a tentative
platform upon which each party—the
new born Progressive party and the
made-over Republican party—will ap-
peal to voters, asking them to go into
the primary and vote the party pri-
meary ticket.

"Suchakconvmtlnm ecould be called
by the state chairmen of each party,
and could provide that each county
chairman of his party in every county
should issue a call for informal county
conventions, ¥From thess county con-
ventions, delegates instructed by the
convention, could be sent to the mtate
convention. The state convention
would, of course, have no legal auth-
ority. But it would show with con-
siderable accuracy the temper and
moral convictions of each party upon
current state issues.

Issae Tentative Platforma.
“Moreover, 80 hruu 1 u: pcr:onl.l-
ly concerned., I belleve the primary
l.:w should be amended -fo legalize
actly the sort of conference I am ad-
vising. Every two years, before in-
viting voters into a party, as new ia-
sues come up, the primary law
should provide for the assembling of
a party council to put forth a tenta-
tive platform.

“Upon that tentative platform, can-
didates =should stand, but voters
should use thelr judgment. If they
thought they could go in and lick the
organization that put out the plat-
form they should have the right to do
it: and at the party council, after the
primary, draft and adopt & genuine
platform upon which the after pri-
mary campaign could be made. If,
on the other hand, the voter reading
the tentative or prellminary platform
of all the parties didn’t like his own
party platform, he should register in
the party whose preliminary platform
he did like and make the fight to sus-
tain it in the primary. I belleve In &
system of party registration, after
these tentative platforms have been
adopted. Such a change in the pri-
mary law would attract more atten-
tion to measures and It would not
place all of the emphasis upon can-
didates.

Leaw.

Primary A

*“The primary law is a good one
But like every other good law, it may
be made better. In speaking thus, of
course 1 am speaking only as one
member of a party. I have never
talked these matters over with others,
but they sound sensible to me and
probably others will feel about as I
do. Certainly, it would be refreshing
in Kansas politics to have parties to
stand definitely and undividedly for
certain unequivocally stated princi-
ples, and then go to the people as or-
ganizations solemnly pledged to do
certain things in case of success. The
trouble heretofore has been that when'
one faction of the Republican party
has solemnly pledged the party in the
platform to & certain definite pro-
gram, the minority faction has
laughed a low, gurgling lsugh and
sald, ‘watch us.' The result has been
the tomahawk and the scalping knife
inside the party. And victory oniy
by reason of the Independent vote.

“Last year the independent vote
went Democratic, and the Republi-
cans were beaten and the party brok-
en. The Progressives want to avold
these quarrels in their party by de-
fining in advance what it really stands
for. We dare the Republicans to do

not | the same with the pleasant and con-

soling reminder that any one who will
take a dare will steal shesp.”

Gun Wound May Be Fatal
Abllene, Dec. 1.—The accidental
discharge of a 32 callber Winchester
rifle splintered the bones in the left
arm of Harry Shipley of Herington.

by | He was taken to & Hutchinson hos-

pital, where it is feared that he may
lose the arm. He had drivem to a
shop in Herington with the rifie lying
in the wagon. He was on the ground
and pulling the gun toward

the rifle was discharged.

5

not evident to them that the case wouid Victim of Hanting Party.
nigioe! u;e hp:lce "é aggs. Yates Center, Kan., Dec. 1.—As a
cott, Bald todsy that her pian ot Leancess | result of his Thanksgiving hunt, Hen-

| Young Beine and a companion
out hinting for rabbits when
cident occurred, which

‘EXTRAORDINARY’ =

“ex-]

the home of his
shotgun wound.

4

daughter, Ldllie Crummer.
Mrs. 8. L. Palmer, Jr., also resides in
Kansas City.

Mr. Crummer was 51 years old. He

]

1862. He »e

Republican committee in Republic
county. He had previously been dep-

treasurer In his home county, but his
political abilities were known but lit-
tle outside the Fifth district. In 1901,
however, Crummer came to Topeka as
deputy bank commissioner.
tinued to hold his office as chairman
of his home county committee and in
1906 was elected chairman of the

W. Hoch was barsly re-elected
governor Iin & bitter fight with A, W,
Harris, former United States senator
from Kansas :But Hoch won on the
official count and as an evidence of
sppreciation, Hoch appointed Crum-
mer as his private . -~ The
Belleville man held that job six
months when he reaigned to mccept a
place on the state tax commission. His
term on the commission expired In
1910 and Crummer has since spent
most of his time in Kansas City.
Crummer was born In Illinols
March 7, 1882, and married Feb. 6,
1882, to Miss Clara Bowling of Wa-
terville, Kan. 'He is survived by the
widow and one daughter. Funerul
services wers held this afternoon at
the former home in Belleville. Two
members of the present state tax
commission—8Samuel T. Howe, chair-
man, and J. A. Hoststler, a Republia
county Democrat, attended the serv-
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Officers Meet at Salina.
Salina, Kan., Dec. 1.—The county

county commissioners of Kansas wiil
hold their annual meeting In this city

posed attendance indicate there will
be several hundred visitors in Salina.
Each set of officers will meet separ-
ately, and each will have an itnmv::-
ual program. The program for e
meeting of the clerks has beén issued
by H. M. Payne of Hutchinson, the
pecretary. It shows there are 4 num-
ber of prohlems of county and state
importance to be handled by that

was born in Jo Daviess county, Illi- |
nois,
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